
Grandview School District 
PreBond Planning - FAQs 

 
Are you planning on remodeling the current high school or building a brand new school? 
We are looking at building a new school. More than a year ago we hired a consulting firm to conduct community outreach 
services and key stakeholder interviews to determine what areas people in the community felt the district could work to 
improve. From that work, the district found one of the areas that kept coming up was facilities, and more specifically 
people’s desire to see Grandview High School either upgraded or a new high school built. For the last six months the 
Facilities Advisory Team, a group made up of community members and district staff, has been working to determine what 
kind of upgrades are needed, what facilities the community would like to see added to the school and what the school’s 
program needs are when it comes to facilities. An architect team and construction manager collaborated with the facility 
advisory team to help determine the best option for a new high school plan. A new school would mean the current high 
school could remain open during construction - the new high school would be built on the existing site, directly behind where 
the school sits now. This plan is more cost effective than a modernization, will take less time and will cause less disruption to 
student learning than a remodel project. A modernization project would call for working around students, a need for 
additional portables to house students during the project and it would extend the project by one year – all of which adds up 
to larger costs. We found that new school construction is more cost efficient than trying to a remodel or modernize our 
current high school. New construction is estimated to cost between 10 and 15 percent less than a modernization. 
 
Why does Grandview need a new high school? 
The current high school was completed and occupied in 1978, and was built to house approximately 500 students. As of 
October 2016, there are 950 students attending classes at Grandview High School. Without more space added to the high 
school, we will have to continue to bring in portables to meet our classroom needs. A new school will also mean a more 
secure school – a building with controlled points of entry and hallways that can easily be surveyed. It will also give us a 
chance to build in modern infrastructure to support new technologies, increase our electrical capacity and better meet our 
students’ needs. The new school will be approximately 180,000 square feet and accommodate around 1,150 students. The 
proposed concept also includes two gyms, which allows for more efficient access for girls and boys sports, as well as for use 
by community groups. 
 
What would a new school mean for students and the community? 
The new school would mean added space for programs like STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) and CTE or 
vocational classes. This would give students the resources they need for classes ranging from sports medicine and robotics 
to aeronautical engineering and metals shop. The new building would also have space dedicated to two gyms, which could 
be used by community organizations ranging from AAU to afterschool programs and an auditorium, where the Grandview 
High School Drama Club could stage productions, as well as other community organizations including community theater 
groups, groups bringing in speakers or for other community events. 
 
Why are you building a two-story high school? 
A two-story building is the concept being proposed because it makes the most of the space we already have available on 
the current high school campus. A smaller footprint also makes for a more secure building, and will allow for much-needed 
parking to be included in the plan. The current high school parking lot does not have enough space to meet daily needs, and 
does not provide adequate space for buses. The new concept provides additional space for parking, creates a dedicated 
space for buses and includes parking that will be close to the football stadium, making it easier for community members to 
get to the games. The two-story layout will include an elevator to meet the needs of students and staff. 
  
How long will it take to build? 
At this point it’s estimated the project will take four years to go from bond measure to a finished school. Planning and 
permitting is estimated to take one year, while actual construction will likely take two and half years. That means if voters 
approve a school construction bond in February or April of 2017, then planning, permits and state approval will likely take 
from April 2017 to July 2018, with construction beginning in August or September 2018. It is estimated that students could 
occupy the building by December 2020, with a final completion date of Spring 2021. 
  
How much will it cost? 
We’re still in the initial stages of planning this project. Our current estimates put this project at approximately $70 million, of 
which an estimated $27.4 million would come from the state. The remaining $42.2 million would be paid for with the 
help of a bond measure, and would translate into a tax rate in the range of $3.65 per $1,000 of assessed value or an 
increase of around 47 cents per $1,000 over the current tax rate of $3.18 per $1,000. That means the owner of a $150,000 
house would pay around $70 a year over what they’re currently paying, or for less than the cost of one large espresso drink 
every month, they would have a new high school. We also want everyone to know that the bonds currently being paid by 
taxpayers will be paid off before the new bond would be collected. The new measure will replace the old bonds, which will 
be paid off in 2018. 


